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elieve it or not ... Michigan is in good shape! Why? For decades Michigan
educators have been working hard to improve reading education for its
students. Flash back to the mid 1980s when Dr. Karen Wixon, Dr, Elaine
Weber, and Dr. Charles Peters conceived of a statewide reading definition
that was well before its time. First known as the New Definition of Reading and subsequently named the Michigan Definition of Reading, it carved out a radical philosophy
of reading being a constructive act which involves the reader, the text, and the
context of the reading situation. Many states later adopted this definition.
Having defined the Michigan Definition of Reading,
in the mid 1990s the state developed standards and
benchmarks to guide classroom instruction. At the
time of this writing, over 21,000 elementary teachers
in Pre-kindergarten (PK) through third grade have
been extensively trained in the Michigan Literacy
Progress Profile (MLPP).
Think about it. Michigan has over 21,000 PK-3
teachers who have received 40+ hours of instruction
in the diagnosis and correction of reading difficulties
at the classroom level. During this instruction, they
have been the recipients of some of the most current
thinking about language arts and supporting assessment procedures. And, if that isn't enough, they are
actively using it in their classrooms as I write this!
In addition to the 21,000 trained educators, a cadre
of over 1,000 MLPP trainers was developed to initiate and conduct the training at 10 Regional Literacy
Training Centers (RLTC). While the money from the
State of Michigan no longer supports the continuing
training and training centers, the directors of each of
the RLTCs are staying in constant communication and
preparing for the next steps.
Not only is the MLPP PK-3 thriving in Michigan
classrooms, so is the "Son of MLPP," which I affectionately call the projects underway in 4/5 and middle
schools. At this time, I am aware of three projects to
develop the 4/5 MLPP. Macomb Intermediate School

District,
Oakland
Schools, and Ottawa
Devers
Area
Intermediate
School District have teams of educators working on
the next important pieces in the assessment, diagnosis, plan, and teaching process. Thus far, there are
over 400 teachers in the fourth and fifth grades who
have received training and over 150 teachers have
become 4/5 trainers. Macomb Intermediate School
District, under the leadership of Dr. Elaine Weber, has
already met to plot the course of the middle school
component.
The continued development of the MLPP program
begs the question, "Is it necessary to continue class
level intervention after third grade?" In my way of
thinking, the answer is a resounding "YES!" As an
intermediate school reading consultant, I hear the horror stories of middle school and high school teachers
about their students' inability to read the textbooks.
In my view, two things contribute to this situation.
First, there has been growing departmentalization in
the upper elementary grades. Teachers who have been
teaching science and math for the past several years
readily profess their lack of experience and confidence
about teaching READING. Second, there has not been
a consistent approach to working with struggling readers beyond second grade. With the third grade having
been included in the original MLPP, implementing the
fourth and fifth grade component will give elemen-
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tary teachers tools to work with struggling readers in
kindergarten through fifth grade.
Similarly, many middle school teachers feel uncomfortable teaching reading. While sixth and seventh
grade teachers frequently are committed to the concept
of teaming, usually one person teaches all ELA classes.
Once students reach eighth grade, they no longer
receive reading instruction. They are immersed in literature. The usual comment is, "If they cannot read, that
is not my job! I teach literature, not reading." With a
middle school MLPP component, that kind of thinking
will begin to change. It will require all teachers to be
more aware of the importance of teaching students how
to read in content areas and give the ELA teachers tools
to discuss assessment issues with their colleagues.
Michigan has always been at the forefront of change in
reading. Love it or leave it, the Michigan Educational
Assessment Program (MEAP) was one of the first
statewide assessment programs in the nation. Then

State Superintendent, Dr. John Porter's desire was
to create a level playing field for all the children in
Michigan. By tracking student achievement in reading
and mathematics, school districts would be able to
make the adjustments necessary to improve student
achievement. While we have not always agreed with
the MEAP program, it is proving to be the wave of the
future. Currently, there is a group of people working
to create the grade level assessments in grades three
through eight that are mandated in the No Child Left
Behind Act (NCLB). Inasmuch as Dr. Porter's vision
has not yet been fully realized, we are moving closer to
achieving his dream.
My point is ... we are in good stead. In my time as an
educator, Michigan has been in the business of trying
to do what is best for its students. I see the pieces of
the reading and language arts puzzle finally coming
together. We will soon be in an even better position to
support quality instruction for all students!

MRA Mission Statement

The Michigan Reading Association is a dynamic
organization whose mission is to promote literacy
by enabling the varied communities of learners
to become knowledgeable decision makers and
by providing opportunities to share common and
diverse interests and beliefs.

8

MICHIGAN READING JOURNAL

